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Lon Kurashige is an Associate Professor of 
History and American Studies and Ethnicity 
at the University of Southern  California. He is 
author of the award-winning book JAPANESE 
AMERICAN CELEBRATION AND CONFLICT: A 
HISTORY OF ETHNIC IDENTITY AND CONFLICT 
as well as essays published in the JOURNAL 
OF AMERICAN HISTORY and other scholarly 
journals.  Professor Kurashige also has edited 
a reader on Asian American history and is now 
re-interpreting US history for a new college-
level textbook.  The paper comes from his 
current research project entitled RETHINKING 
THE YELLOW PERIL.  
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Research has well established that racism lay behind the nativist movement 
in the United States to bar Japanese immigration in the early 20th century.  
But overlooked is the resistance to anti-Japanese racism that by the 1950s 
overturned America’s legacy of discriminating against Asian immigrants.  
This paper examines the decline and collapse of Japanese exclusion 
through the case of Chester Rowell, a California journalist and social 
reformer who was one of the nation’s leading authorities on the “Japanese 
Question.” Rowell offers an intriguing window for viewing the broader 
retreat in American politics from the ideology of white supremacy towards 
a vision of racial tolerance, inclusiveness, and colorblindness.


